102        PARIS COULD HAVE SEEN DEFENDED
a well-armed police force ; there were the many hun-
dreds of workers at the Renault and Citroen works,
there were the porters at the Halles markets, and there
were many British, American, Czech, Poles and other
nationals who would have enthusiastically joined in the
defence. Units of the dismembered armies, who had
been fighting on the Seine and the Aisne, and who were
still eager to fight, would have found their way to Paris
as a rallying centre; many of the artillery would have
been able to bring their guns. Madrid has shown what
a determined defence can do ; the Republicans kept off
attacks from Italian 'planes and German tanks for many
months. In Warsaw a mechanized German division
was turned back by Polish snipers. Tanks are at a
disadvantage fighting in a town; while delayed at
the barricades they can be put out of action with grenades
and " molotoff cocktails" flung from the houses on
both sides ; in a few minutes the crews are suffocated by
the heat and the tank remains to strengthen the barri-
cade. There were men who had fought in the Inter-
national Brigade, and who were not such fervent up-
holders of the Third International that they would
not have defended their own capital. They should
have been told to organize the street fighting on the
lines they had learnt in Spain, even if they had to be
brought out of prison to do it. France only needed
leaders and a rallying ground in order to recover her
fighting spirit. Once the news spread that Paris was
defending itself, every town which was still free of the
Germans would have prepared to hold out; Lyons,